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An Analysis of the 15th General Election of Germany

In the recent German Elections of September 22, 2002, Schroder’s Coalition of Social
Democrats and Greens won by the narrowest margin. In order to closely observe the elections the
author flew from Tokyo to Germany, where he spent time mainly in Berlin from September 10 to
27. In addition to observing the final election campaigns and voting he also reported on the

reaction to the results in Germany itself and around the world.

One of the factors that led to Schroder’s victory was his declaration of non-participation by
Germany in any coalition with the Bush Administration in a war with Iraq (which he announced
during the election campaign). This was not just a simple election strategy. It indicates a
significant change in the foreign policy of Germany which until recently was a faithful partner to
the United States as a member of NATO. The author also tries to come to terms with a new
Germany which is making an effort to be recognized on equal terms with and become less
dependent on the US. He also raises the issue of the affects of a shift in German foreign policy

toward the US on the expanded EU.

OITO, Teruhiko O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0OO
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