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Environmental Issues Arising from the Mekong River
Basin Development ?

The Mekong, an international river flowing through six countries down to the
Southeast China Sea, has ever been experiencing deterioration of its basin’s rich natural
resources, due to rapid foreign capital-driven investment and other domestic socio-
economic activities. The basin’s riparian countries, except Thailand, are late comers and in
the transitional stage to a market economy, by which reason, they have made great efforts
to catch up with the economic level of other members of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), placing development policies as first priority. Whether preferred or not,
those late comers are targets of affluent surplus money in private sectors of neighboring
countries and official development assistances of donor communities. Under such
circumstances, dam construction-related business and engineers spilt-over from the
western construction markets have become leading private investors in hydro-power
generation in the basin. Construction of trunk or corridor road networks has been booming
as well. The emerging market’'s money and official development finance are likely to boost
these investments in the sub-region, in addition to China’s ambitious construction of hydo-
power dams on the upper main stream, resulting in undesirable devastation of natural and
social environments of the sub-region(six riparian countries). The author sketches the
basin’s development investment and resultant environmental issues., focusing on different
players in development areas.

O KASAI Toshiyuki 000000000
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