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Ataturk and the Military in the Making of Modern Turkey

Since 1980’s Turkey has been trying to become a member of the European Union (EU).
However, it seems impossible for the Turks to realize their goal, since what they call
‘democracy’ is not the democracy of the Europeans. For example, EU is concerned with the
non-freedom of speech and association, the violation of the human rights of the Kurdish
minorities, excessive secularisation of the Islamic party. One of the crucial points to be
noted here is its modernisation process, which has made it impossible to democratise
Turkey as the members of the EU demand today. It is suggested that what Turkey can do
for the membership of the EU will be the critical appraisal of the historical rule of Ataturk,
leader of the modernisation of this country, and his successors. It will be argued that the
Turkey's entry to the EU will never be realized, unless Turks start questioning their policy
in the public. In this paper, | will expand my argument in this regard, based on my own
experience, which | gained when | was a journalist at Yomiuri Shinbun in Istanbul for two
and half a year from 1997.
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