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Interdependence between Political Changes and Economic Performance
in Poland’s Transition Period

Poland has maintained high GDP growth in the second half of the 1990's, and has achieved
liberalization of its economy with structural changes and economic stabilization. Poland, along
with other Central European Countries, will join the EU in May 2004. However, the government
has changed nine times in the past twelve years; indicating that political conditions have not
stabilized. Research of public opinion shows that 65% of Poles think that the economic condition is
bad, and 57% feel that Poland is heading in a bad direction. Why hasn’t the recovery of its
economic condition been accompanied by political stabilization? It is important to analyze the
interdependence between political changes and economic performance in Poland to understand
the conflicts between interest groups that have arisen in the transition process, the relations
between economic conditions and election behavior, and the complex process of scrap and build
in the Polish economy.

This article analyzes the main trends of the Sejm (parliament) election results, and the
changes in voting behavior after 1989. This analysis assumes the interdependence between
political change and economic performance. Chapter | is an overview of election results after 1989
and an analysis of political trends. Chapter Il shows the political and economic features of each
transition stage.
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