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A Study of Crossing the River: the Untold Black Diaspora Experiences

This article aims at a close reading of one of Caryl phillips’ masterpieces, Crossing the River,
mainly from the perspective of exploration of the diversity of black diaspora experiences Among
the four stories in the novel, “Crossing the River” is an exception in the sense that the hero is a
slave ship captain. But this story gives light to the era when slave trade was a respectable and
profitable trade and Africans as human beings had no presence in the consciousness of the British
general public due to deep-rooted racism. It is from this perspective in the “Crossing the River”
that we can really understand the significance of the rest of the three stories whose common
denominator was black heroes and heroines’ search for freedom and love. But otherwise, their
experiences are quite different from each other and far apart in time. Therefore lies the necessity
for the close reading and interpretation of the each text as an relatively independent piece of work
with historically unique characters.

The uniqueness of the hero of “Pagan Coast” is that Nash, a black Christian missionary to
Liberia, suspend his belief in Christianity and decides to live the lite of the Aflicans, thus
undermining the superiority of American ways of life and Christian civilization.

The heroin of “West” is unique in the sense that Martha May, an old black woman is part of
the ‘colored pioneers’ looking for freedom and love in California after the Civil War. Although her
dream for meeting her lost daughter again in California is frustrated by her death in Colorado, her
inner life is resurrected from obscurity and namelessness to readers’ mind as something precious
and beautiful.

“Somewhere in England” deals with a love affair between a black American soldier and a
white British woman during World War Il. The uniqueness of the story comes from the fact that
it is depicted from the perspective of the woman. And the narrative reveals the provinciality and
narrowness of the people in the countryside in Britain and the consequent social isolation of an

intelligent, broad-minded and proud white woman.

O KATO, Tsunehiko OO0 OO00O0O0
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