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The Nature of the 2003 Northern Ireland Assembly Election

The assembly election held in Northern Ireland on 26 November 2003 marked the crisis
of the Belfast Agreement of 1998. It was characterized by the triumph of the Democratic
Unionist party that was a hard-line anti-agreement party and of Sinn Fein that was a hard-
line republican party in favour of the Belfast agreement. It is seemed that the result of this
election reflected a communal conflict between Protestant and Catholic in Northern Ireland
and geographically divided Northern Ireland into two parts between Protestant/Unionist
people’s area and Catholic/Nationalist people’s area. The purpose of this article is to survey
the tendency of the 2003 assembly election and explore difficulties in re-opening the
Northern Ireland government and assembly.
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