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Jewish Diaspora and Imaginative Memory:
Caryl Phillips’s ‘Higher Ground’

This paper will discuss Caryl Phillips’'s ‘Higher Ground’, the third novella in his
Higher Ground in 1990. This paper will give the background not only for his interest in
Jewish experiences, but also for this work itself which depicts the life of a Jewish woman
in exile in Britain after World War I1. This paper will also provide comparative analysis of
the black diaspora depicted in the first novella of Higher Ground and this work. This
comparison will reveal the unique quality of this work, which depends for its effect upon
obsessive past memory about her lost family, which would be more traumatic because of
the imaginative quality of her memory about her parent’s and her sister’s death in a Nazi
concentration camp which his later work, Nature of Blood would give full account of.

This paper will also discuss the other side of the protagonist’s psychological obsession
about her past: her desolate life in Britain where she could find no one who would really be
interested in her experience under the Nazi regime and understand it. This paper will then
analyze what was the nature of her marriage with the man and how and why it failed,
leaving her no other choice but seek her own death. This paper will also analyze why her
10 years' life in the hospital did not really cure her of her psychological illness but merely
equipped her with the technique to pretend her recovery from it. But her encounter with
the real life in Britain merely compels her to be faced with her inner trauma again and
almost make her ‘shipwrecked’ . It was exactly at this time that she meets with a black
man fresh from the Caribbean and becomes interested in him. This paper will analyze the
nature of her attachment to him and discuss the reasons why. This paper will also discuss
why their relationship did not come to fruition, but left her alone again with him going
back to his home land again. I will discuss the authorial intention behind the way this

work comes to a frustrated end.
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