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A Study of the 1918 Westminster Election in Ireland and the Home Rule

The 1918 Westminster election was the last election before the Partition. In Ireland,
especially in Ulster, the result of the 1918 Westminster election has been regarded by both
unionists and nationalists / republicans as crucially important, but for different reasons.
For unionists, it showed that North-East of Ireland (=Northern Ireland) was different from
the rest of Ireland. For nationalists/republican, it showed that the overwhelming wish of
the Irish electorate for independence, because Sinn Fein won 73 out of 105 seats in this
election and set up the first Dail Eireann (= the national Assembly for Irish nation).
However, when looking at the actual constituency counts, the election result did not
exactly mirror the wishes of electorate due to the first-past-the-post system. This paper
aims to survey what the 1918 Westminster election meant, by rethinking the relation

between the electoral system and the election result.
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