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A Reflection on the Origin of the Five-Power System in the
Security Council of the United Nations

Studies of the new international organization started after the Atlantic Charter was
agreed upon between FDR and Churchill in 1940. One of the lessons that failures of the
League of Nations to keep world peace taught some powerful politicians was that a peaceful
world in the post World War O would surely require the close cooperation among big powers
and their strong leadership.

Such an idea produced the United Nations with the Security Council which consists of
five permanent seats with the veto and originally six non-permanent seats. FDR, however,
had formulated the plan of the new world guided by Anglo-American leadership in 1940 and
the new world kept by four powers after the beginning of World War 0O - the USA, the UK,
the USSR and China - with France excluded.

This article examines an origin of the five-power system in the UN by analyzing debates
among reprentatives for the USA, the UK and the USSR from 1941 through 1944 regarding
the possibility of big powers or permanent seats for China and France. As a result, it became
clear that conflicts among the USA, the UK and the USSR over the post-war status of China
and France were in relation with each perspective for the post-war world, that is, with the
future of the colonial system and free-market system in the post-war world.
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