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Louise Otto-Peters during the Vorméarz Era and the
Revolution of 1848:
Focusing on Schloss und Fabrik and Frauen-Zeitung

Louise Otto-Peters (1819—1895), a pioneer of the German women’s movement, was
involved with a wide range of literary activities and women'’s issues over a period of fifty
years. This article elucidates Otto’s strong interest in workers' problems as expressed in
her novel Schloss und Fabrik (Castle and Factory), written in 1846, and Frauen Zeitung
(Women’s Newspaper), published in 1849, and discusses her accompanying activist
philosophy.

In Schloss und Fabrik, she expresses her sympathy for the workers in distressd offers
severe social criticism, and proposes the establishment of a “Closely-knit Community with
Love.” The influence of early German socialist theories and the ideology of Saint-Simon’s
successors in France can be clearly seen in her work. Obviously, this is a novel inspired by
Utopian socialism. In Frauen Zeitung as well, she brings the circumstances of woman
workers to light and consider die Assoziation( the association) of woman workers as the
only possible means of salvation.

Thus, although Otto belonged to the bourgeoisie, she fought to improve the plight of
workers through the early women’s movement in Germany. Her activist philosophy was
formed under the influence of Utopian socialist ideology, ideas of association commonly
observed in the socialist movement, the liberal Catholic movement in Germany, and
radical democracy.
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