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1990 1995 2000 2004
GDP (10f&H) 424,537 | 484,306 | 514,799 | 505,186
R 57.6 55.7 54.1 57.4

A BUFFH 14.4 14.6 15.9 18.0
] 72 B AT 31.9 28.5 275 22.9
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A 7.7 7.9 8.8 11.2
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R 67.1 67.7 68.7 70.6

- Bzﬁ?(ré% ‘ 21.5 19.3 17.5 18.2
] 72 E AT 12.6 14.1 17.7 16.8
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L7PN 10.9 15.7 19.9 32.3
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Dissolution of the Cold War Regime and Problems of How
to Realign the East Asia Region
—Characteristics of the East Asian Cold War Regime and Outlook for East Asian

Realignment—

Attempts to restructure the Japanese economy, which plunged into a structural
recession in the 1990s, were all unsuccessful. A major reason for the failure is that few
efforts were made to change the structure of Japan relying on the U.S., which had been
formed under the Cold War regime and helped create Japan’s post-war economic structure.
How to cope with the remnants of the Cold War regime is a problem common not only to

Japan but also to the East Asian region including some Socialist countries.

East Asia was once known as “a stagnant Asia.” After 1980s, it was called “a growing
Asia.” In the 21st century, however, the region is required to shift to “a sustainable Asia.”
For this purpose, the countries concerned should depart from the Cold War regime that

once prompted East Asian economic growth.

The downfall of the Soviet and the East European Socialist governments is often said
to have marked the end of the Cold War regime that was based on U.S.-Soviet antagonism.
The fact is that while endeavoring to introduce a market economy, Socialist countries in
East Asia still maintain the Socialist system. The reason is that many of these countries
submitted themselves to the imperialistic rule before establishing themselves as nation-
states, and after WWII some countries and regions went on to embrace Socialism. As a
result, East Asian Socialist countries thus created have been pluralistic and diverse from
the outset. In a sense, this process of the establishment of Socialist regime has brought
about time lag and diversity to the way of Cold War termination. A deeper analysis,
however, would reveal, on the very base of the remaining Cold War regime in that region

including Japan, a common structural issue in the form of small-scale farming.

Today, in this 21st century, Japan and China as well as other East Asian countries
and regions are still in the grip of the Cold War regime, or under its influence, and

continue to rely on the American consumption structure that manages to survive simply
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through “uncontrolled outflows of the dollar.” This situation should be overcome in
consideration of both a possible collapse of the dollar and the worsening environmental
problems. The direction of advisable change is “sustainable development.” In the case of
East Asian countries and regions that fundamentally rely on small-scale farming, this
direction should be a shift to a recycling-oriented society with the basic policy of intra-
regional dependence in energy and food. The concept of the East Asian Community
represents nothing but the realization of a scheme necessary for this shift.

(KUBO, Shin-ichi, Professor, Faculty of Economics, Kanto-gakuin University)
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