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Reexamination of the Relationship between Governments and
NGOs in International Regime Formation Processes

As there are more and more global issues that cannot be easily solved only by nation states,
attention to the roles of NGOs is mounting. Because NGOs are increasing their ability to gather
as well as transmit information, they are able to raise issues that have not been seen as
problematic and succeed in attracting worldwide public attention. As a result, NGOs, not limiting
their roles as norm entrepreneurs, sought to become more active participants in international
regime formation processes.

It is true that NGOs' legitimacy, representativeness, and accountability are often called into
question. Some even denounce the growing influence of NGOs in global governance, insisting its
negative impact on global democracy. However, it is also true that NGOs are playing certain roles
in international regime formation processes in virtually every issue area.

In this article, firstly, what roles NGOs are playing in actual international regime formation
processes is discussed. Secondly, I typify how the governments and NGOs are sharing the tasks
related to international regime formation. Subsequently, the relationship between governments
and NGOs in these processes is reexamined and the implication of the change of their
relationship to the global governance is discussed.

(ADACHI, Kenki, Associate Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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