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Religion and Nationalism in the Arab States
The Lebanese Confessionalism Revisited

Lebanon can be a good example for considering relations between religion and nationalism,
which has been one of the most controversial issues in studies of the contemporary Middle East
politics. It is because Lebanon applied the so-called Confessionalism (hukmta'ifi) - the sectarian
power-sharing formulae, the confessional practices and institutions, while most of the
"authoritarian" Arab states have developed secular nationalism "from above," saying that religion,
particularly Islam, is not compatible with the logic of nation state / modern territorial state and
relegating various Islamists movements to the position of the anti-establishment or even
"terrorists." This paper is (1) to analyse the significance of religion in the Lebanese society and
state, and (2) to explore an analytical framework of relations between religion and nationalism in
the Arab states. The significance of religion in Lebanon has been changing with the time since its
independence in 1943; "religion" meant an interest group in the First Republic (1943-1975),
ideology during Civil War (1975-1990), an interest group behind "ad hoc nation" in the Second
Republic (1990-2005). In the recent years, as the political crisis has been escalating, observers say
that Lebanon is witnessing storm of "religion" of hate, violence, and self-justification. This
phenomenon is tied to and even fostered by the post 9/11 international politics in the Middle East,
which can be characterized by the rivalry between Shiites and Sunni, and the Islamic holy war

(jihad) and the US led anti-terrorist war.

(SUECHIKA, Kota, Associate Professor, College of International Relations,

Ritsumeikan University)
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