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Irish Nationalist's Movements and Intelligentsia in
Modern Ireland (1I)

The purpose of this paper is to show that cultural nationalism and political nationalism have
been significant ideological forces that have been adopted by a rising intelligentsia as a political
option against the state. Cultural nationalism and Political nationalism represent two different
conceptions of the nation, and form distinctive organisations and political strategies.

Cultural nationalists perceive the nation not as a state but as a historical community and
promote a communitarian vision of the nation. By contrast Political nationalists perceive the
nation as a homogeneous collectivity of citizens and promote a state-oriented programme.

Firstly, The aim of this paper is to explain and the conjunction between Irish nationalist’s
movements and intelligentsia in Modern Ireland.

Secondly, in this paper, the purpose is to show activities and background of Gaelic league
(1893) as a movement of Irish cultural nationalism. Although many scholars have tended to
concentrate on Douglas Hyde as the first president of Gaelic League in studying on this
organisation, I want to focused on Eoin MacNeill, as important figure of the Irish cultural
nationalist (1893-1915), who was one of founders of Gaelic League and political nationalism.
Because MacNeill was the architect, philosopher and organizer of Gaelic League and he was

driven himself into political movement which was Irish Volunteers founded in 1913.

(MINAMINO, Yasuyoshi, Professor, College of International

Relations,Ritsumeikan University)

(263) 103





