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The position and the function of the Political Thought in
the Global Politics:
A prospect in the Applicability of the theoretical concept of
Autopoietic System as a methodology to International Politics

The aims of this article are to clear up the position and the function of the political thought in
the Global Politics by use of the theoretical concept of Autopoietic System, and to suggest the
theoretical concept of Autopoietic System as a new unified methodology for International Politics.

The Autopoietic System which I deal with in this article is a closed system which produces its
own components by self-reference. In addition inside the system, there are some closed sub-
systems which form into a hyper-cycle. According to the theory, society is analyzed as an
Autopoietic System of Communication. The Social System has many sub-systems which have
been specialized by their functions.

There are three systems concerning the political thought: the Political System, the Scientific
System, and the Ideological System. The political thought is seated in the Scientific System which
has been closed by the binary code; truth and falsity. The political thought focuses on the external
observation of Political Theories. Political Theories are the theories for government. They are
seated in the Political System which has been closed by binary code; governing and not-
governing. Political Theories are tools for the self-observation of the Political System. The Political
System can observe the political thought from outside and they set off the self- reflection of the
Political System. The Ideological System has also observed the political thought. The binary code
of the system is argumentative and not-argumentative. The Ideological System has referred to the
political thought so as to form Political Ideologies in its system. The Political System has observed
Political Ideologies. The availability of Political Ideologies is sought by the external observation
and the Political System has referred to them as they are.

By the Autopoiethic System analysis, it is possible to have more complex observations of the

relationship between Theory and Practice in the Global Politics.

(KAWAMURA, Satoko, Doctoral Program in International Relations,

Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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