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Considerations concerning the trend of the “Félibrige” and the

“Société dEtudes Occitan” (SEO) in the Vichy France regime
— Local system reform and public education about the langue d’'oc —

This paper’s objective is to consider how the “Félibrige” and the “Société dEtudes Occitan”
(SEO) became involved with the Vichy France regime. Since the “Félibrige” was founded, it gave
rise to many factions that made political demands though it publicly affirmed an apolitical
standpoint. Most of those factions’ activities were short-lived, but among them, one lasting group
emerged, SEO.

These organizations aimed at the revival of langue d'oc, one of France's regional languages,
and brought up “federalism” as a political belief to revive autonomy in the region.

The Vichy regime faced their demands publicly and positively for the first time in French
history, however, the reforms lasted at most only four years because of the regime’s collapse. But
the cause of the reforms failure existed within the considerable difference between the
government’s actions and their original demands.

When a nationalist movement is considered for the long term, cultural activities and political
activities appear alternately or complementary. Before the Vichy regime, the “Félibrige” was
apolitical and the factions were political, but in the period of Vichy, the former was political and

the latter, SEO, shifted to cultural activities.

(FUKUDOME, Kunihiro, Doctoral Research Student, Graduate School of International Relations,

Ritsumeikan University)
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