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Diversification of Christian Faith
— From the late 1950s “Liberation Theology” to the early 1990s

“Contextual Theology”—

Since the Age of Exploration, Christian theology has spread with Western colonialization and
is recognized as a world religion. Christianity as a world religion, however, has only been
developed in the Western world. As a result, Christianity strongly reflects Western cultural
customs in its doctrines and teachings. In the late 20" century, some Christian groups became
skeptical about Western-oriented Christian theology. These groups believed that there should be
rich and diverse ways of practicing theology, thus they crystallized their beliefs as several
practical theological movements. Some of these movements were Latin American liberation
theology in the late 1950s, and feminist theology and black theology in the 1960s. Christians
involved in these theological movements tried to reinterpret Western theology and reconstruct it
reflecting various contexts, such as the poor, women, and blacks, the so-called marginalized.
Today these movements belong to a greater theological framework called “contextual theology,”
which has become a popular trend in the field of theology. Stephen Bevans, an American Catholic
theologian, published Models of Contextual Theology in 1992. Bevans' Models of Contextual Theology
contributed to establishing a basic framework of “contextual theology.” This paper mainly
discusses the process of diversification of Christian identities through the development of
“contextual theology,” which stems from the rise of Latin America’s liberation theology in the
1950s. This paper aims to reveal that “Christians” exist not only in a theological norm but also in

various and diverse contexts.

(OGASAWARA, Tsubasa, Doctoral Program in International Relations,

Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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