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SUIKODEN, All Men Are Brothers, and its ideological role

SUIKODEN, All Men Are Brothers, is one of the most popular classical novels in China. It
also is very popular in Japan. It is a collection of many stories of personal and group heroes who
fought for justice and resistance against vice and wrongful acts in Chinese society. Eric
Hobsbawm pointed out in his book Bandits, published in 1969, that social bandits are peasant
outlaws whom the lord and state regard as criminals, but who remain within peasant society, and
are considered by their people as heroes, as champions, avengers, fighters for justice, perhaps
even leaders of liberation, and in any case as men to be admired, helped and supported. Social
banditry of this kind is one of the most universal social phenomena known to history, and one of
the most amazingly uniform. This uniformity is not the consequence of cultural diffusion, but the
reflection of similar situations within peasant societies, whether in China, Peru, Sicily, the
Ukraine, or Indonesia. In this paper I intend to study social banditry in China and point out

several unique views from SUIKODEN.

(SEKISHITA, Minoru, Professor, Ritsumeikan University)
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