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The Opposition Structure of Korean Civil Society

Concerning Relations with America:
Based on the Opposition Process among Citizen Groups

Surrounding Korean-USA FTA Ratification

At present, Korean civil society is divided into pro-American and anti-American groups,
which are sharply opposed concerning relations with America. Especially, the conflict of anti-
Americanism in civil society has not been expressed freely and has accumulated because of
thought control under the guise of anticommunism, which was encouraged by the past
developmental dictatorial regime. But as thought control has become weakened compared to the
past through the development of democracy, and increasingly free expression of ideology, the
civil groups organized by the democratic government have re-formed a new opposition structure.
It is said that the existence of conflict becomes the driving force of a society’s development. But if
conflict is unresolved and has accumulated for a long time, it will have rather a bad influence on a
nation's policy process due to deepened emotional confrontations on unrelated points, not policy
confrontations. Therefore, there will need to be a civil society which lays balanced emphasis on

pro-American and anti-American views, considering proper national interests.

(PARK, JungHee, Doctoral Program in International Relations,

Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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