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KA BT 2 BIRIPIRERIZOWTOESE (1994-1999) (%)

The North Korean Nuclear Crisis Revisited from the
Perspective of Defensive Realism (1994-1999)

D.PR. Korea (North Korea) declared for the first time that it was a nuclear-armed state in its
Constitution Revision in Apr. 2012. While some may argue that it is doubtful whether North
Korea possesses nuclear weapons, the claim seems plausible considering Dr. S. Hecker’ s account
of witnessing the presence of approximately 2000 centrifuges (PT-2) used for an Enriched-
Uranium Program (EUP) when visiting the Nyongbyon nuclear site, North Korea, in Nov. 2010.
North Korea's statement on its possession of nuclear weapons appears increasingly convincing,
knowing that North Korea has conducted nuclear tests three times, and a couple of mid-range
missile/rocket tests, since the end of the Cold War. I would like to reexamine the Nuclear Crisis
over the Korean Peninsula from 1998 to 1999, which was caused by false information supplied by
the DIA, a US intelligence agency, on the secret nuclear facility that North Korea was believed to
have built, and the missile/rocket launch that North Korea carried out. This paper presents that
the cause of re-escalation of tension between US and North Korea, even though they agreed to a
framework at Geneva in 1994, can be found in terms of the Spiral Model of Defensive Realism: a
security dilemma inevitably takes place when nation states choose self-defense-oriented actions,
regardless of other’s perceptions on them, because firstly, uncertainty of the counterparts’
behavior and secondly, gaps between the perceptions in counterparts’ motives, are inadvertently

expanded.

(CHOYI, Jung Hoon, Doctoral Program in International Relations,

Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)

(339) 145






