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Republicanism, its limits and reach:
Through Skinner, Pocock, and Negri

This article examines some limitations and possibilities of republicanism through Quentin
Skinner, J.G.A. Pocock and Antonio Negri. Across the history of political thought, and political
theory (philosophy), arguments on republicanism have evolved for the sake of criticizing
liberalism, re-examining of democracy and so on. Two genealogies, so-called “civic humanism,”
and the jurisprudential tradition, have developed. The primary concern of the former paradigm is
the civic virtue which the political actors cultivate in participating publicly into the self-
governance. The latter holds that liberty is possible in the case that only laws to which citizens
spontaneously consent are equally adapted to them, and this prevents the power from going out of
control and collapsing. Pocock is representative of the former view, and Quentin Skinner is of the
latter. In fact, we can say that political theory and philosophy in the present day argue
republicanism on the basis of these two genealogies, and they both have a problem or dilemma
respectively.

However, there is the paradigm of the “constitutive power” suggested by Antonio Negri,
which we can regard as the third evolution of republicanism. The originality of this paradigm is
that the republicanism of “constitutive power” converges into Spinoza, the French Revolution and
Carl Marx and unleashes its potential entwined with the forces of production and the material
beyond the ethic and ideal of political actors. Although this paradigm is also problematic
concerning spatial recognition, it has enabled republicanism to reach its practices and ethics out

to multiple social elements.

(MATSUI, Nobuyuki, Doctoral Program in International Relations,

Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)

(377) 183






