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“National history” of the German Democratic Republic and
related changes:
World War II and Foundation of GDR in the school history textbooks

This paper seeks to explain how East Germany (the German Democratic Republic, 1949-
1990) purposed the public memory of the Second World War (WWII) and nation-building as a
means to build a sense of nationality. Analysis of the publication and revisions of the content of
school history textbooks in East Germany reflects the official ideology in the view of the state and
national history changes as they varied over time.

At first, in terms of memories of World War II and the nation, the ideology of East German
nationals generally identified themselves as victims of political repression between
Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (NSDAP) and Anglo-American confrontation,
rather than evoking memories of resistance in the 1950s. However, the consciousness of national
identity shifted to anti-NSDAP views, and solidarity with the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR) from the 1960s to the early 1980s, and in late the 1980s, the government emphasized
nation-building in the history textbooks as national education.

Secondly, from the viewpoint of nation-building, in the early 1960s, East Germany was
identified as “the first country of peasants and workers” and the designated aim of the nation was
reunification. However, this destination was abolished and the myth of nation-building was
centrally placed. Affirmative response to the situation of “2 States 2 Nations” and the celebration
of nation-building were published in the textbooks. In the late 1980s, Buchenwald Concentration
Camp and incidents caused by the anti-NSDAP resistance were even glamorized in the textbooks.

This study points out that the adjective “communistic,” generally used when describing the
history of East German national identity cannot fully delineate the facts. It is necessary to

re-examine the East German national identity within different contexts.

(TANAKA, Nao, Doctoral Program in International Relations,

Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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