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Three Gentleman’s Discourse on the United Nations:
Looking back on the United Nations on its 70th Anniversary

Three retired gentlemen engaged in an informal and frank dialogue about the United Nations
on the occasion of its 70™ anniversary. They are a former journalist, a former university professor
and a former staff member of the United Nations. They share common experiences of working in
New York City in the early 1990’s in their respective professional fields. In those days they often
had heated discussions about the new era of the United Nations in light of a newly emerging
international environment immediately after the end of the Cold War. More than two decades
have passed since they held their candid debates and now they revisit the notion of collective
security enshrined in the U.N. Charter and examine the potential and limits of evolving U.N.
Peacekeeping operations. They also critically assess the achievements made at the Paris COP21
conference on the issue of climate change. Finally they share views on the upcoming 2016

election of a new Secretary-General of the United Nations.

(ISHIHARA, Naoki, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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