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Re-examining Post-Authoritarian Political Order in Indonesia:
Civil-Military Relations, Center-Local Relations,
and State-Party Relations

Indonesia’s democratic transition following the collapse of Suharto’s authoritarian regime in
1998 is widely regarded as a ‘success model in the international community, as typically seen in
the statements made by Western political leaders, diplomats, financial analysts, and economists.
They argue that Indonesia—a country with the largest Muslim population—should be praised for
its twin achievements of stable democratic consolidation and economic growth in the past decade.
This success model, they claim, gives hope to newly democratizing countries all over the world.
Observers of Indonesian politics also agree on Indonesia’s twin achievements under the
Yudhoyono presidency (2004-2014) but there is no scholarly consensus about the reason behind
the country’s stable consolidation of democracy. Some say that it is nothing but a consequence of
political reform projects that have strengthened democratic institutions—including electoral
system, media freedom, anti-corruption and human rights bodies. Others say that it is economic
growth that has produced and sustained positive evaluation of the government performance in
the public, and this social approval is key to enjoy a stable government under democratic
contestation.

There is no doubt that democratic institutions and popular support are important to stabilize
and consolidate democracy, but they do not offer an answer to a significant question—that is, how
such stability is maintained. This also leads to another question of how potentially disturbing
factors for democratic stability can be managed by political elites. In this essay, we discuss these
questions by examining three political arenas that embrace anti-democratic power basis, namely
civil-military relations, center-local relations, and state-party relations. Here we argue that key to
maintain stability in Indonesia’s democratic transition is ‘minimizing” democratic reform that may
seriously undermine the politico-economic power of anti-democratic forces. It is not inconsistent
with the alleged reason for being a ‘success model'—rather, it is the opposite side of the same

coin.
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