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A Study of the Transition of “Symbol” Concerning
Nationalism in Modern Korea: The Independence
Arch after the end of the Independence Club

‘What does the word “independence” mean in the Korean peninsula? Can this “independence”
be explained in the same way as “freedom and independence” from domination by the Empire of
Japan? If so, does the word “independence” refer to a unique condition which did not exist in
Korean peninsula before the annexation of Japan and Korea? In order to answer this question,
this paper focuses on the Independence Arch, existing as a monument commemorating
“independence.” Including when, by whom, and why it was built, and why and by whom has it
been maintained during the changes of political situations until now, all aspects of the
Independence Arch were investigated to extrapolate the various meanings of “independence”
contained in it. As a result, it was proved that the following four meanings of “independence” were
represented in the Independence Arch. Firstly, there is the “Sovereign independence,” which
existed as the slogan of the Independence Club and Soh Jaipil. Secondly, there is the
“Independence by support” advocated by Iljinhoe, who carried out political activities with the
support of the Japanese government. Thirdly, there is the “Independence for freedom” of the
March 1st Movement, appealing for release from colonial rule. Fourthly, there is “Independence
for restoration” which made the justification of Japan-Korea annexation and colonial rule possible.
In this way, it has been revealed that different forms of “independence,” according to the changes
of political situations, have used Independence Arch as their symbol. Different explanations may
be possible even when using the same word, “independence,” when the political positions and

situations are different.

(KIM, Yong Chan, Part time lecturer, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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