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Formation and Development of the Korean-Chinese
Community in Qingdao: Based on the Socio-Economic
Networks Interdependence Model

The aim of this paper is to 'examine the formation process' or 'clarify the formation process'
of the Korean-Chinese community in Qingdao, and the role it plays in the Korean-Chinese
community in South Korea. The 'Socio-Economic Network-Interdependence' model was applied
as the research view-point.

First, the relationships between two ethnic schools that conduct ethnic education were
analyzed. This analysis included groups and organizations involved in the establishment and
operation of the Zhengyang School and the Xiyuanzhuang school. Thus the maintenance
mechanism of social networks were clarified. On that basis, the mechanism of economic networks
within the Qingdao Korean-Chinese community were evaluated by examining the establishment
of the Qingdao Korean-Chinese Business Association and the OKTA (World Federation of
Overseas Korean Traders Associations) Qingdao branch and their relationships with other
organizations.

The results of this paper are twofold. First, the Korean-Chinese community in Qingdao was
found to fit the 'Socio-Economic Networks-Interdependent' framework, despite its unique
characteristics. Next, it was established that the economic and cultural resource interchange
system of the Korean-Chinese community in Qingdao incorporates a few selected economic and

social resources originating from South Korea (World Korean Community).
Key words: Korean-Chinese, socio-economic network, ethnic community
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