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Chikazumi Jokan’s Religious Activities and
Connections in His Home Province

Despite the historical impact of his influence on the modernization of Buddhism in the Meiji
Era, little has been written about CHIKAZUMI Jokan (% #1), a Shinshu (True School)
Buddhist priest of the Higashi-Hongan-ji Branch, until a recent research project led by Professor
Iwata of Osaka Kyoiku University. Professor Iwata’s research team founded the Archive of
Chikazumi Jokan Research Data Site and compiled a database consisting of thousands of letters
and postcards to and from Chikazumi. The author learned from Professor Iwata’s publication that
little was known of Chikazumi’s private life before he moved to Tokyo, including the name of his
birth mother. Furthermore, the author found many familiar names in the epistolary database. In
this paper, the author will illuminate aspects of Chikazumi’s life in his birthplace that have not
previously come to light, with special attention to connections with the cousins on his mother’s
side of the family, including annotated translations of correspondence between Chikazumi and his
cousins, including both letters in the Chikazumi data base and other correspondence found at the
author’s home. Chikazumi was raised in a rural area in Japan, where a traditional parishioner
system still existed, and was the head of a temple there. At a time when Buddhists were being
persecuted in the wake of the consolidation of State Shinto, Chikazumi devoted himself to the
guidance of many younger Buddhists who would become future leaders in the faith. Thus, he was
an important reformer of traditional Buddhism and, as such, further research on his activities in

his home province will be significant.

(MIYAKE, Masataka, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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