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Changing Modes of Security Governance in Myanmar

Nation states are supposed to be responsible for their national security while monopolize on
violence domestically. However, quite a few non-Western states neither monopolize on violence
nor possess enough military power to defend themselves against external as well as internal
threats. How do such states pursue their survival?

This article takes up Myanmar as a case to examine the above question. Facing internal
threats from antigovernment armed groups and an external threat from Kuomintang troops who
intruded into Myanmar from China, how did Myanmar survive these crises with its weak military
capability?

Myanmar has been continuing to expand its military capability since its independence. Now
Myanmar’s national military, the Tatmadaw, is the second largest military in Southeast Asia with
modern equipment. However, the civil war in Myanmar, one of the longest-running civil wars in
the world, is not likely to end in the near future. Why can’t Myanmar end its civil war? This article
tries to answer the above two questions by analyzing the changing modes of Myanmar’s security

governance.

(ADACHI, Kenki, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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