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Reconsidering the Role of Economic Growth in Japan’s
Diplomacy and Domestic Politics in the Period
of the Ikeda Hayato Administration

This paper reexamines the role or function of “economic growth” on Japan’s domestic politics and
diplomacy in the Ikeda Hayato administration and shows the following three points. First of all,
high economic growth became the domestic political base of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
government, but it was not necessarily the Ikeda administration’s political base. In other words,
high economic growth had a paradoxical two-sided aspect, in that it stabilized the LDP
government and could make the Ikeda administration unstable. Secondly, rather than economic
growth, diplomatic success strengthened Ikeda’s position within the party and eventually became
the domestic political base of the Ikeda regime. Thirdly, in Ikeda diplomacy, economic power as
the outcome of economic growth was not necessarily used explicitly and intentionally as hard
power, but rather acted like soft power. And from the above three points, we raise the significance
of re-evaluating the Ikeda administration and Ikeda Hayato from the perspective of “Ikeda as a

foreign policy statesman” rather than “Ikeda as an economist.”

(SUZUKI, Hironao, Professor, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Shizuoka University)
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