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m Thai Project

1. Objective, theme and characteristics of the project

This project aims to provide students with experience needed for policy formation: from
understanding backgrounds and identifying problems to policy recommendation in Thailand.
Although Thailand has attained rapid economic growth compared to other ASEAN countries, its
economic disparity still remains. The theme of the project is a group of topics stemming from this
phenomenon such as community development in low-income settlements (ex. slums), their
housing problems, etc.

In the Spring Semester, project students set group research questions, objectives and
hypotheses toward a fieldwork in Thailand for some nine days in the Summer Break. The
fieldwork results are analyzed and concluded in the Fall Semester. During the field work in
Thailand, the students would work together with students in the Housing Department, the Faculty
of Architecture, Chulalongkorn University and the Faculty of Liberal Arts, Mahidol university.
On contrary, these Thai students would come to OIC, Ritsumeikan University, in December for
about two weeks and the project students work together with them for housing and urban planning
issues in Japan, which are not necessarily related to the project students’ themes in Thailand.

2. Study area and its characteristics

The study area is basically low-income settlements in Bangkok and/or its outskirts, especially
where national agencies, NGOs, and other organizations engaged in the livelihood improvement.
To improve low-income settlements, Thailand has been conducting several projects that should
be learned by other countries facing challenges in upgrading low-income settlements. Baan
Mankong Project by CODI (Community Organization Development Institute) and Baan Eua-
Arthorn Project by NHA (National Housing Authority) are two of the outstanding projects. On
the other hand, a rich condominium can be seen next to a slum in Bangkok, one of the typical
scenes of the economic disparity. In this project, the students can learn successful cases and
remaining challenges related to improve quality of life (QOL) of the low-income settlers.

3. Language in this project
English
4. Language in the field

Lectures, the fieldwork, and other activities in Thailand are conducted in English (Thai
university students help you to translate between English and Thai). But acquiring some basic
Thai for greetings lets you get friendly with Thai (such as Thai university students with whom
you collaborate in the project). In addition, basic Thai provides you with effective results in the
fieldwork through closer relations with respondents.

5. Estimated cost for Thai Project

It would cost approximately 130,000 JPY (Flight ticket: 80,000JPY, Fee for workshop in
Thailand [transportation, accommodation, etc.]: 25,000JPY, Food cost in Thailand: 20,000JPY,
Insurance: 5,000JPY), plus other personal costs such as souvenir. However, it is subject to change
in fuel surcharge, currency rate, etc. Moreover, some international students need to prepare and
pay for VISA by themselves.

6. Selection Criteria

Students who wish to join Thai Project need to submit “Research Proposal.” The amount of
contents is not important but the quality and your enthusiasm for study matter.
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7. Subjects recommended for students to register

[For students in PS Major (who learn in Japanese)|

English skill required to start this project successfully is approximately 460 of TOEIC. In
addition, students are strongly recommended to take subjects for acquiring practical English.
Please keep in mind that your effort to acquire skills from now on is more important than your
present skills. Even though you do not have confidence, but if you are willing to study hard from
now on, you are the most welcomed to join this project. And students in PS major will
automatically get registered in “Thai £ 1,11,111” and “Thai 45 1,11,111.”

To attain skills for the fieldwork, subjects in which ones can learn how to conduct fieldworks
and analysis, both of quantitatively and qualitatively, are suggested for students to register.
Understanding these skills makes the students easier to find appropriate survey methodologies
and findings. And all students will also automatically get registered in 7" @ — /3L /g—4 )L -
Fo% A4 MEEI (A) Introduction to On-site Research Summer Session [A]” and “ 2
a—s\va—J - oA MEE T (B) Introduction to On-site Research Summer
Session [B].” The former is about going to Thailand for the fieldwork during the summer break,
while the latter is for working together with Thai students who conduct a fieldwork in Japan in
December.

8. Remarks <<IMPORTANT>>

As this project brings students to overseas, this project accepts students who can take their
own responsibilities as mature persons, such as providing necessary information to a teacher in
time, carefully and frequently checking their university email accounts for urgent information.
Students who do not have confidence to do so, should not apply for this project.

If students have chronic diseases, they need consult with their primary care doctors BEFORE
applying and, if they decide to participate in, they need to inform a teacher in charge of the project
about their diseases.

Students studying in PS major must take the same flights with a teacher in charge between
Kansai Int’l Airport and the Bangkok Int’l Airport. Students in CRPS major are also supposed to
move together with the teacher. If CRPS students wish to go directly from and back to their home
countries, they need to consult with the teacher. In this case, they are responsible for joining travel
insurances and provide sufficient information in a timely manner to the teacher.

CRPS students need to check by themselves whether to need VISA for Thailand. Although
the university helps prepare some documents (an invitation letter, etc.), the students have
responsibility for applying and getting VISA.

9. Guidance (in English and Japanese)

Date: 22" October (Mon), 2018
Time: Lunch Break (12:20-12:50)
(Students can bring lunch and eat during the guidance)
Place: AS364
Contact freely with Associate Professor Yusuke Toyoda for questions on this project (however, a
teacher in charge of this project in 2019 is not determined yet): toyoday@fc.ritsumei.ac.jp

Lecture by NESDB Survey at Klong Toei Slum | Fmal Presentatlon
(National Economic and (biggest slum in Bangkok)
Social Development Board)
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