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Is Kyoto an International Tourism City?
Shigeru Okamoto

Abstract

2005 is the 150th anniversary of the first overseas package tour
organized by Thomas Cook, who is the father of mass tourism. Today,
tourism is one of the world’s largest industries, responsible for nearly
10% of global GDP, according to the World Travel and Tourism
Council (www.wttc.org). Japan needs to open its door to foreign
tourists, not only to receive benefits, but also to broaden the mind and
foster peace and understanding between nations. What are the essential
things needed to receive foreigners? A lot of historical architecture? Of
course that is needed, but accessible transportation and local Japanese
restaurants are also essential. The reason for the former is that if there
is no transportation in a city, no tourist can visit historical places. The
reason for the latter is that having a local meal at a local restaurant will
encourage both foreigners and local people to foster an international
sense. Here, Kyoto City is focused on, as one of the most famous cities
in Japan. This essay attempts to show whether Kyoto City is an
international tourism city from the view of transportation and local
restaurants.
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2005 is the 150th anniversary of the first overseas package tour organized by Thomas Cook,

of
''''''

;'WhO is the father of mass tourism. Today, tourism is one of the world’s largest industries,
Eresponsible for nearly 10% of global GDP, according to the World Travel and Tourism Council
E(www.wttc.org). Japan needs to open its door to foreign tourists, not only to receive benefits, but
ialso to broaden the mind and foster peace and understanding between nations. What are the
;'essential things needed to receive foreigners? A lot of historical architecture? Of course that is
gneeded, but accessible transportation and local Japanese restaurants are also essential. The reason
§for the former is that if there is no transportation in a city, no tourist can visit historical places.
EThe reason for the latter is that having a local meal at a local restaurant will encourage both
Eforeigners and local people to foster an international sense. Here, Kyoto City is focused on, as

Eone of the most famous cities in Japan. This essay attempts to show whether Kyoto City is an

?ﬁém.&‘nab pET he view of transportation and local restaurants.

Transportation in Kyoto City

To be an international tourism country, it is necessary to have comfortable and easily

accessible transportation systems. There are two typical kinds of transportation — buses and taxis.



The first is buses. There are 2 types of buses. One is sightseeing
buses. The other is local public buses. The former do not have
good accessibility though they are comfortable. There are few

. sightseeing buses for foreign tourists, and it is difficult to find
agencies. Only one agency which operates scheduled sightseeing
buses is found near Kyoto Station. However, all ads and
pamphlets are written in only Japanese. Just a small note (the
left picture) written in English and Chinese and Korean can be

found. In fact, there is much room for improvement with regard

to the accessibility of sightseeing buses.

The latter — local buses — are very cheap and found anywhere. It costs only 220 yen to take a bus,
so the access is very easy. Many of the routes used by visitors have announcements in English.
However, the problem is comfort. The buses can be pretty crowded now and then.
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A recent study of stress levels (Brown, 2006, p. 206) reveals gender-related differences in these
levels.
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In a recent study of stress levels, Brown (2006, p. 206) discusses gender-related differences in

these levels.
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In a recent study, Williams and Jones (2004, pp. 303-5) found...
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The APA is commonly used in Britain and in the Social Sciences (www.vanguard.edu).
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