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Resilience and Challenges of

Authoritarian Rule in Jordan Today:
Implementation Process of the Decentralization Law (2017-2019)

Shun WATANABE

Since the elections in 2017, Jordan has set about introducing a new administrative
system based on the Decentralization Law in 2015. This brief report examines the
process of implementing this new administrative system in Jordan, focusing on its two
prominent features: relations between elected members of councils both at the center
and local level, and the influence of foreign aid projects over the administrative reform.
Based on the fieldwork conducted from June to October 2019 in Jordan, this report
highlights the resilience of the authoritarian rule in Jordan, as well as the challenges
it is facing. The regime has succeeded in manipulating the institutional setting of
decentralization reforms to serve the status quo at the regime center, but the emerging
conflict between parliamentary deputies and local council members will give rise to
dissatisfaction among the politicians, as well as among the citizens. In addition, the
heavy dependence on foreign aid in implementing decentralization raises serious
questions about the sustainability of the march of local administration reforms. The
way that the Jordanian regime addresses these challenges that occur in the process of
decentralization will determine the future of the decentralization reform, and possibly,

of the regime’s survival.
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GNVT DT TRy v T —=2EEPLED X ) R Lo EZ R L TH 5 104, Iy
¥ TIE 2015 AR IS H 5 0 MEEE AN SE S A, TTHTAS L OV a4y, MR AR A b AT —EB U 2 B TR
LENTZT TR, FZATBUR L ANVICESPRE I ND 2L &), ZITED i #%
A 2017 FEICER I NIz TD X ) BRHENZEEOH T, IVF Y OMHITHROBS I ED X 9 IR
WD BDIEAH ) Ho KT, PEROP MR RATEHRIEE, £ L CZOHEBD FITHEINTE
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BIZOWTIE J. 7 9 — 2712 X 6 238 (Clark, 2012; Clark, 2018) Z1Z U & L. EFELHD
W2 TETWDLD00, )75 HEDHE RO BGAMEBIZ DWW Tl - 2RI D TR S Tw
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TANY R EIFRMRGIDR U2 Tt & #7225 U 5.
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E. 7 X M2Xiud, Iany UM ERAH ORI, N bk -V OS5I ERDIZHESF LR T
WhEW) o BRERICHED K SR E R A I 2 BURTIIR B 256 F) = i EERR BT O & &0 AMER I XBUR
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REBFRODBRNZHTHHEMEVHER L LTERINLI L E RS, ZOBFERIIE, AINF VA
DEHEEIME L OIS I N F 2 Tld, EEHBKIZEREE~NDOT 7 L 2O E LT
fEd % &) FHENDH S (Lust, 2009: 124) s & 2 THE SN A EPFIZ, BEEEEERE Vo 72 AHE
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ol 61T, BIMAFZERERIIC X 2 M7 pHEALICBE§ 2 A HICB W T, M E~DL

L 77 Ky v o —2ETAY2005 4 1 H 26 HIZEREIFICAT - 72 H o —. &2 77 Fy v 7 — 2 1HET A —
LR—JIZAE N T 5, https:/kingabdullah.jo/ar/speeches/si2 oY1 -caill- (|- GilE - dl e _dldl Ala-Glba %
ZHE (20204 1 H 21 HBE) o

2 HIAELT, G ) dy FoAN FE L THASHEEOENMEA S, VY O 5 HEOBLIRICE 3 2 BE#
2L T3 (Elliott, Ciesielski, and Birkholz, 2018) .
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Development Support Programme (DLDSP) (2 XU, 2017 SEDOBRE T, 20 OB E4KDS, 28
OEEEZEL. 480 7ud 27 b eFELTWwAhAE WY (DLDSP,2018), ¥ %4 7uy 7 b
DO—21Z, KEEEHT (USAID) O Cities Implementing Transparent, Innovative, Effective
Solutions (CITIES) 7u¥ =7 ’23h b, Bi% 70Ty =7 MI20164F L) 2021 SEF TH 5 # 4
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BEHEAAL TV H72, —h, &412E, CARTREFOHZACH LT, HFE2ET LI IR T RHERA
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