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Research results on tourism-based community development activities in Kinosaki
Onsen, Toyooka City, Hyogo Prefecture

-Focusing on addressing community issues and approaches to sustainable tourism-

Masanari Sakurai

Abstract: This article considered the relationship between local revitalization efforts and local communities in a
tourism city through interview surveys for stakeholders of Kinosaki Onsen in Toyonaka City, Hyogo Prefecture.
In this report, we analyzed three cases of tourism-based community development in Kinosaki Onsen based on
the results of interviews. Then, we discussed those organizations had what kind of “views” for the challenges of
local communities in the tourism-based community development in Kinosaki Onsen and what they were trying to
do to address them. The previous studies regarding the tourism-based community development in Japan have
been the emphasis on the participation of residents in their leaders. In detail, those studies focused on the
historical background of local communities and the connections between people (i.e. social capital) as resources.
This is evident in the result of this Kinosaki Onsen survey, in particular, it emphasized in the project by
residents' initiatives. It is the conclusion of this study that through a survey of various activities in Kinosaki
Onsen, we found that they intend to try to create an attractive tourist city, and at the same time, to sustain a local

community. It seems as they want to make "sustainable tourism" in their community.

Keywords: tourism-based community development, community, sustainable tourism
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