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Gender-Role Attitudes and Young Women's Career Socialization
Miki NAKAI X

Abstract: Previous studies provide inconsistent evidence regarding the relationship between
gender-role attitudes and women's career plans. The purpose of this study is to clarify the
concept of gender-role attitudes and to examine the impact of gender-role attitudes on career
aspirations and marital plans, by using the structural equation model. Data from 464 female
respondents are used to prove a three-dimensional model of gender-role attitudes and specify
the causality. Women who have conservative attitudes toward gender have family-oriented
lifestyles, whereas women who support the entry of women into the professional world have
work-oriented lifestyles. Work-oriented women value not socioeconomic status but the

understanding and help of partners.

Key words: gender-role attitudes, career plan, marital plan, work-oriented lifestyle, structural

equation model.
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