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The Individualization of Parenthood:
Individualization Theory as a Framework for Family Studies

Mao SAITOU

Abstract: This paper studies the significance of individualization of parenthood in the
pavent/adult-child relationship.

Parenthood in the modern family has been seen as based on the mother-infant relationship.
This relationship has often been criticized by the women's movement or in feminist theory, but
the new forms of mother-infant relationships or father-infant relationships has yet to be
clarified. Therefore, | have used Ulrich Beck's individualization theory to reveal new formas of

parent-infant relationships.

In the first section, | show that individualization theory can conceive objective and subjective
aspects of the process of individualization synthetically. 1 overview how family studies have
received individualization theory. Related to this, there are two reasons why the
individualization of parenthood is important. For one, partnership and parenthood have
separated under the process of family changes after WWII in West Germany. Accompanying
these changes, there is the theoretical background of how post-modern family theory perceived
parenthood. Specifically I refer to Edward Shorter, and consider the significance and limits of
his theory. Based on these assumptions, | describe the implications of individualization theory
for the analysis of parenthood in the third section. | focus on the desire for children, and reveal
that the meaning of parenthood for each individual plays and important role. Finally, in order
to develop the theoretical implications of individualization theory more effectively, I adopt
Gunter Burkart's "segmentation” hypothesis, and suggest a new orientation for analysis of
decision-making in parenthood, by joining individualization theory and the segmentation

hypothesis.

Key words: Ulrich Beck, individualization, parenthood, desire for children, segmentation,

milieu
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