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Social Disparities in Modern China
and Their Effects on Family Life

Miku SUZUKI"

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to clarify the realities of social changes in modern China
caused by "Open-Door Policies", by examining the increasing disparities between rural and
urban people. "Open-Door Policies" have been aiming to reduce these disparities. However,
they actually have increased these life-style disparities, because the priority of these policies
has been on "Economic Growth". In the case of income, despite the fact that it has increased for
both rural and urban people, the life-style disparities between them has not decreased. In
addition, there are also regional gaps (within rural and urban areas) due to differences in
population and the amount of resources. Other studies focusing on "Open-Door Policies" in
modern China have suggested that are also class gaps in addition to regional gaps (by viewing
changes in history and changes in social conditions), and that both types of gaps are
interrelated in a complex manner. Through examining these studies, new perspectives on

family problems in modern China and their connection with social changes are considered.

Key words: Modern China, Family life, Open-Door Policy, regional gaps, class gaps
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