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A new way of the Basic Sociology Course
Tetsuya IIDA"

Abstract: Basic Sociology, a specialized basic subject, will be newly offered, and taught by
multiple instructors during and after the second semester of the 2001 academic year, as a result
of an evolutional curriculum innovation of the college of Social Sciences of Ritsumeikan
University. This paper discusses how to enrich and develop the subject, based on perceptions
about the current status of sociology, university education, faculty, and students.

with regard to an introduction to sociology, consideration was given to four approaches focusing
on the following: 1) the history of sociology, 2) the key concepts of sociology, 3) a specific social
sphere, and 4) multiple social spheres.The last approach was determined to best.

Instructors of the courses have agreed that multiple social spheres should be presented, based
on a critical examination of the current status of sociology. The social spheres include the theory
of behavior/groupism, families, local communities, labor/management, culture/awareness, and
modern society. For each social sphere, representative theories/studies, historical developments
and current statuses, key concepts, and challenges in the future should also be incorporated
into lectures. As a concrete example, “family relationships” will be offered in a “summary”
fashion.

Lastly, a concrete process of creating lectures will be dealt with through collaborative research,

with a view towards publication of textbooks.

key words: Basic sociology, multiple instructors, the “diffusion” of sociology, open workshop,

family relationship
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