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An Examination of Preceding Approaches to Yoseba in Order to
Establish a Framework for the “Nojukusha” Problem

Shinpei NISHIDAF

Abstract: The number of “nojukusha”, homeless street people, has increased in cities in Japan,
especially during the past decade. This paper aims to examine the “nojukusha” problem from
the viewpoint of sociology.First, | survey the preceding approaches to yoseba, which have wres-
tled with the problem of social discrimination and poverty in order to overcome the stigma of
community disorganization. Secondly, | examine the decline of yoseba and changes in the indus-
trial structure in Japan from the latter half of the 1970s and day laborers at yoeba fall into
homelessness. Finally, this paper points out that the problem of “nojukusha” has been related to
yoseba since high growth of the Japanese economy, and should be approached from an under-

class framework.

key words: yoseba, social disorganization, pauperization, discrimination and meaning,

nojukusya, underclass
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