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Perspective of C. Lasch’s Theory of “Populism™:
“Hope” and “Limits” as Central Concepts

Takao CHIMORI®

Abstract: In the present liberal democratic societies, the ideal form that a democratic system
should take is under discussion. American radicals, who endeavor to revive a vibrant democrat-
ic society, believe that in contemporary “mass democracy” society the people’s democratic partic-
ipation has become increasingly indirect. In response to this, some of them propose a more par-
ticipatory democracy. In this context, | consider Christopher Lasch’s theory of “populism”. With
his theory of populism, Lasch endeavored to revive participatory democracy in contemporary
American society. For Lasch, the lower middle class has a feeling of resentment against the
elites, who monopolize in policy making. Because of this , there is a danger of reactionary radi-
calization in the lower middle class. However, in Lasch’s thinking, the lower middle class is
called to play a key role for constructing a vibrant democracy. This is because the sensibility of
the “petit bourgeois” provides the lower middle class with the recognition of the “limits” of
humen capacity, which is a necessary condetion for developing realistic politics. But, due to the
eroding of the sensibility of the “petit bourgeous”, contemporary society needs to find “spiritual”
support in order not to lose the sense of “limits”. Lash finds this in Niebubr’s recovevering of

Judeo-Christian values through the idea of “spiritual descipline against resentment”.

key words: Populism, Narcissim, Judeo-Christian tradition, Republic tradition, Progress, Hope,

Limits
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