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Critical Analysis of Paul Hirst's Economic and Social Welfare
Governance Model: The Possibility of Associative Democracy

Shioto FUKUCHI®

Abstract: Recently, voluntary associations have aroused great interest in and outside the
academic world. However, the contribution of these associations to economic and social welfare
governance is still an object of controversy. In this debate, Paul Hirst is a leading theorist. In
this paper, | deal with Hirst's associative governance model. My argument is, on the one hand,
that Hirst's associative governance model has two problems. First he ignores the inequality of
participation capacity. The second problem is that he neglects the possibility of improving
democratization of the state apparatus. On the other hand, different from other approaches, his
model has the virtue of not considering the voluntary sector as isolated from its institutional
environment — i.e., state, market, company, and so on. | argue that the key in the voluntary
sector successfully dealing with economic and social welfare issues lies in the relationship with

its institutional environment.

Keywords: Associative democracy, Paul Hirst, economic governance, industrial public sphere,

social governance, associative welfare state, David E. Morgan
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