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Problems with P.L. Berger’s “The Social Construction of Reality” and
Possible Ways to Regenerate It

Koji YOSHIDA"

Abstract: In this paper, | take up P.L. Berger, a prominent phenomenological sociologist in
America, and review his social theory “The Social Construction of Reality.” In his early works,
Berger posited that new sociology took notice of human subjectivity against social functionalism
as a normative paradigm on American sociology. But his later theoretical work “The Social
Construction of Reality” does not necessarily succeed in grasping human subjectivity or the
dynamics of society. In order to discuss these problems, | first examine Berger’'s early book
Invitation to Sociology and his argument for epistemological “freedom”. Secondly, | take up his
later books The Social Construction of Reality and The Sacred Canopy, which state his central
theoretical concepts, and | demonstrate that his social theory is apt to describe society as an
order-oriented one. Moreover, | point out that his order-oriented social theory is caused by his
concept on “reification”, because his understanding toward “reification” is an ambivalent one.
Finally, | state that his social theory needs some theoretical complements and propose that his
social theory should be understood while considering the distinctions and relationships between
the ontological and epistemological aspects. With this final consideration, | try to explore ways
to regenerate Berger’s social theory as a dialectical one that can dynamically grasp the relation-

ship between man and society.

Keywords: epistemological freedom, the social construction of reality, externalization-objectiva-
tion-internalization, dialectical social theory of man and society, reification, subjecti-

vation, ontological aspect and epistemological aspect
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