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A Perspective through ‘Parents of Children with Disabilities’: The
Possibility of Family Support

NAKANE Naruhisa”

Abstract: Who are ‘Parents of Children with Disabilities’? How have they been recognized?
What kind of family support is possible? This paper focuses on these questions. In chapter 1, |
examine the first question by studying a family with disabled children’. Previous studies have
focused on the ‘personal model’, which mainly deals with the children with disabilities. On the
others hand, the ‘social model’, which is now in the process of practical development, claims that
parents and children with disabilities have different interests from their different children. |
also examine the social position of children with disabilities and their parents in reference to a
study by Hiroe Yoda In chapter 2, giving examples, such as respite services and self-help groups,
I demonstrate how each family/ parents support method recognizes ‘parents of children with
disabilities’ and provides services to them. Finally, | consider the future possibilities of family

supports for ‘parents of children with disabilities’ by classifying some family support methods

using my own criterion.

Keywords: ‘Family with Children with Disabilities’, family support, norm of family self care,

social model of disability, respite service, self help group
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