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The Significance of Discussion Theory in Weber’s Social Science
OBASE Ichiro®

Abstract: There are two features of Max Weber’'s discussion theory. One characteristic of his
discussion theory is its orientation toward conflict. Weber insists that a proper discussion will
elicit the differing viewpoints. He believes that the discussion is to be based on conflict.
Another characteristic of his discussion theory is that it is based on the principle of value-free-
dom. Under this principle, we can have a calm discussion and understand other ideas at a dis-
tance. Weber insists discussion is not fanatical but intellectual. In short, the value-freedom
principle makes discussants cool-headed and open-minded. And the discussion theory in
Weber’s social science plays two important roles. First, it has a scientific significance. The evo-
lution of social science which Weber advocates depends on the plularity of value relations. The
value discussion furthers the diversity of value ideas. It promotes the expansion and deepening
of scientific knowledge. Second, discussion theory has a political significance too. In those days,
there were no opportunities for German intellectuals to discuss political ideas frankly. They
were apt to make fanatical closed sects. At the same time, the Germans were apathetic toward
political ideas. Weber identified both tendencies as signs of political immaturity. Given this sit-
uation, he sought to destroy German sectarianism and recover political ideas through discus-
sion. Compared with Habermas’, Weber's discussion theory is not even known to social scien-
tists. But | think that we must focus on Weber’s discussion theory to understand his thinking
and widen the scope of social science today. Understanding the logic of Weber’s discussion theo-

ry is the key to grasping the essence of his social science.

Keywords: value discussion, scientific discussion, value ideas, value-freedom, ethics of

responsibility
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