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The Representation of “Zainichi” in Yakuza Films

Yang In-sil?

Abstract: In postwar Japanese Yakuza films, the figure of the “Zainichi” became a staple char-
acter. In many of the Yakuza films of the 1960s and 1970s, which had become a popular form of
mass culture, the plot revolved around the confrontation between good and evil; evil was repre-
sented by the figure of the Zainichi, or “the other within.” However, when we consider the
attempted Zainichi-Japanese symbiotic relationship portrayed in “Otoko no kao wa rirekishd (A
Man’s History is Written on His Face)” or the figure of the second generation Zainichi searching
out his family history in the Yakuza films of the 1970s, it is clear that the superficial image of
“evil” does not sufficiently account for the range of representations of Zainichi. In this paper, |
will use the concept of “Japanese Orientalism” to examine the representations of Zainichi in

Yakuza films, and I will consider the implications of this “Japanese Orientalist” gaze.

Keywords: Japanese Orientalism, Yakuza films, Zainichi, Public Memory
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