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“Narcissistic” Person and Revival of “Hope”:
C. Lasch’s Strategy for the Purpose of Revitalizing Radicalism

CHIMORI Takao"

Abstract: Christopher Lasch, who was the author of a well-known book The Culture of
Narcissism, interested in the tradition of popular radicalism in the U.S. and elaborated a theory
of “populism” in his last years. In his argument of “populism”, he tackled his lifetime task of
revitalizing American radicalism, and his stance as social critic was more distinct than his other
arguments including psychoanalytic ones in the 1970's and 1980’s. His consideration of “hope,”
which is a central concept in his populist book The True and Only Haven, | think, is one of the
most important considerations in his theory of “populism” because it shapes a core strategy for
the purpose of revitalizing American radicalism. His argument of “hope” has a close relationship
with Judeo-Christian tradition, especially Judeo-Christian “virtue” and “heroism”. However
Lasch's view of human nature in his populist argument is based on not only Judeo-Christian but
also a psychoanalytic view of human nature, which he understood in a psychoanalytic considera-
tion of “narcissism”, although in his last years he seldom referred to “narcissism” and other psy-
choanalytic terms. Therefore, it is how narcissistic people recover their “hope” that is the funda-
mental question in his argument of “hope”. In this light we should understand his considera-
tions of “hope” and Judeo-Christian “virtue” and “heroism”.

Keywords: Popullsm, hope, narcissism, twice-borntype, virtue, Heroism
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