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The Characteristic of Foucault’'s Concept of “Power”: The Conceptual
Analysis of “Regulation”, “Bio-power”, and “Pastoral Power”

FUJITA Hirofumi®

Abstract: The aim of this paper is to examine the characteristic of Foucault's concept of “power”
through defining his concepts of “regulation”, “bio-power”, and “pastoral power”, and relating
these concepts. To attain this aim, the following three issues have to be examined in accordance
with Foucault’s logic.

First, this paper investigates the definition, the function, and the object of the“regulation”that
Foucault used as the concept placed theoretically at macro-level in his theory of power, and spec-
ifies the close relation between this“regulation” and the “discipline” that he used as the concept
placed theoretically at micro-level in that theory, and that | tried to analyze in my last paper, “A
Study on Foucault’'s Concept of ‘Power’ : The Concepts of ‘Tactics’ and ‘Strategy’ as Components
of ‘Discipline’” (RITSUMEIKAN Social Sciences Review, vol.37, no.2, 2000.). Secondly, this
paper examines “bio-power” that takes charge of both “regulation” and “discipline”, and that
functions as a “norm”. Finally, this paper analyzes his concept of “pastoral power” that can be
found as the metaphor of the relation between shepherd and sheep in Hebraic and ancient
Christian literatures, because he regarded this “pastoral power” as the origin and the principle
of the “bio-power”that functions in our societies.By this investigation, | intend to prove that
the“pastoral power”is what compels each individual to “renunciation of oneself”. Therefore, it is
this concept of “renunciation of oneself” that characterizes fundamentally his concept of “power”
including “bio-power”.

By examining these three issues, | would like to characterize the essence of Foucault's concept
of “power”as the “renunciation of oneself”, and to point out that the characteristic of this “power”
plays an important role in his theory that includes the dynamic relations of power, that is to say,

the change of the power relations in the “conclusion” of this paper.
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