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Community Welfare toward a New Direction with More Involvement by Local Residents:
A Case of a Mothers’ Circle from the Viewpoint of Local Welfare

INOUE Kimiko"

Abstract: This report gives details of a case where mothers of a local community have become
interested in local welfare through activities of a mothers’ circle. The mothers’ circle was estab-
lished for mothers whose children attend M Daycare Center in Sakai City of Osaka, a social wel-
fare corporation. As social problems associated with child rearing have surfaced, the Daycare
Center expanded its child-care business to set up the circle. The mothers’ circle is operated inde-
pendently by mothers with the support of the Daycare Center. Participating mothers have
gained confidence in their child-rearing through activities of the circle, widening their social
views and eventually leading PTA activities and organizing local children's activities. Such posi-
tive and successful transformation of mothers may serve as a model in local welfare development
in future.This report gives details of a case where mothers of a local community have become
interested in local welfare through activities of a mothers’ circle. The mothers’ circle was estab-
lished for mothers whose children attend M Daycare Center in Sakai City of Osaka, a social wel-
fare corporation. As social problems associated with child rearing have surfaced, the Daycare
Center expanded its child-care business to set up the circle. The mothers’ circle is operated inde-
pendently by mothers with the support of the Daycare Center. Participating mothers have
gained confidence in their child-rearing through activities of the circle, widening their social
views and eventually leading PTA activities and organizing local children’s activities. Such posi-
tive and successful transformation of mothers may serve as a model in local welfare development

in future.

Keywords: Independence of Local Residents, Social Welfare Corporation, Ability of local Communities

in Promoting Welfare, Small Community Welfare Network Activities
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