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On P.L.Berger’s Theoretical Work on “Mediating Structures™:
A Study of “Active Subjectivity” in P.L.Berger’s Sociology.

YOSHIDA Koji "

Abstract: In this paper, | take up P.L.Berger, a prominent phenomenological sociologist in
America, and review his book The Homeless Mind and some of his books published after the
1970s, which develop his theoretical analysis about the modern world. Through this reviewal, by
closely examining his central social theory “The Social Construction of Reality”, I make it clear
that Berger has some theoretical concepts about human “active subjectivity” in his work on
“Mediating Structures”. Concerning “The Social Construction of Reality”, Berger envisioned his
own theory as a dialectical one that could dynamically grasp the relationship between man and
society. But his theory has a tendency to overemphasize cognitive aspects because the “dialectic”
that he presents supposes “conflicts” imprecisely. For that reason, Berger’s social theory about
man and society does not necessarily succeed in grasping a moment of human “active subjectivi-
ty”. On the other hand, in his analytical work about the modern world, there are some theoreti-
cal concepts concerning human “active subjectivity” that indicate a human production of society.
Especially in his work on “Mediating Structures”, Berger changes an object of study toward
actual intermediate groups. By this change, Berger's sociology can not only deal with human

consciousness but also with social actions.

Keywords: mediating structures, a moment of “active subjectivity”, public sphere and private sphere,

legitimation
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