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Industrial Policy, Regional Reorganization, and Changes in the National Athletic Meet

— About the Shizuoka National Athletic Meet of 1957 —

KANGYO Tomonobu®

Abstract: The National Athletic Meets held after the Aichi National Athletic Meet of 1950 influ-
enced the deficit financing of local self-governing bodies. Subsequently the government decided
on cancellation of the Shizuoka National Athletic Meet to reconstruct local finance with the cen-
tralization of power to “reverse course.” But with the coalition of conservative parties and begin-
ning of the high growth rate of the Japanese economy, this meet was established as a means of
community development and the control of residents in the host region, and moreover as “a vote-
gathering machine” to support the ruling system of the Liberal-Democratic party. Building up
the Japanese sports policy, holding of the National Athletic Meet in local areas was seen as sup-
porting the invitation and hosting of the Olympics in Tokyo that political and economic circles of
the time were demanding. As a result, the Shizuoka Athletic Meet was held in 1957 as some-
thing to produce the maximum effect at low cost. In this event the host region’s government and
local economic circles reflected their intentions to promote community development by “the
Kenmin-movement” in which a private body combined citizens’ voluntary bodies with local gov-
ernments. Moreover through mobilizing the host region’s citizens in this movement, the host
regional government tried to obtain citizens’ voluntary agreement in regard to policies and the

ruling structure of its region.

Keywords: the centralization of power, the Shizuoka National Athletic Meet, the coalition of con-

servative parties, community development, “the Kenmin-movement”
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