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Voluntary Aid Detachments of the British Red Cross Society during World War [

— Militarization of Detachments and the Activities of the Female Members —

KUROKAWA Ayako"

Abstract: Voluntary Aid Detachments were set up all over England based on the “Scheme for
the Organization of Voluntary Aid in England and Wales” established by the War Office in 1909
to aid the sick and wounded in times of war. The Detachments played an important role during
World War O, and were reorganized as new “-Voluntary Aid Detachments-" in 1923, and then
continued their activities during World War O as well. In 1984, the Detachments had accom-
plished their mission and evaporated into history. The tradition of British voluntarism was
reflected in the activities of these Voluntary Aid Detachments. They were a development of the
partnership between the state and vluntary organizations, that started around the end of nine-
teenth century and the beginning of twentieth century. However, the British Red Cross Society,
which was asked by the War Office to organize the Voluntary Aid Detachments, was distinct
from other voluntary organizations, in that it was to both observe the Geneva Convention and be
controlled by the War Office. In fact, Voluntary Aid Detachments were not able to play their
roles without the cooporation of the War Office. Therefore, though there seems to be a tradition
of British voluntarism in the activities of the Detachments, they were militarized and gradually
lost their voluntary elements as World War O progressed. At the same time, the well-disciplined
behavior of the female members of the Detachments, who were not given opportunities to be
active in society, brought out their previously untapped potential and led to appreciation of their

value.

Keywords: voluntary training by female members, militaraization of Voluntary Aid Detachments,

participation of women in public affairs, tradition of British voluntarism
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